DANCEARRICA MAME TRADITIONS CARRIED ON

FOR MOST CULTURE MAVENS HERE ON THE EAST COAST, EVEN A
CASUAL MENTION OF THE PHRASE DANCE AFRICA LIGHTS UP
OUR EYES. AND FOR THOSE OF US WHO ARE LIFELONG
STUDENTS OF TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY AFRICAN
DIASPORIC PERFORMING ARTS, THE ANNUAL REVIVAL OF OUR
ARTISTIC ESSENCE HAS RETURNED, RESUSCITATING US FOR YET
ANOTHER YEAR. IN MIAMI DANCE AFRICA TAKES PLACE AUGUST
2-4, 2019 AT THE LITTLE HAITI CULTURAL COMPLEX 212 NE 59TH
TERRACE, MIAMI FL 33137

THERE IS A SPECIAL NUANCE THAT TAKES PLACE WHEN A
CULTURAL COMMUNITY OF LIKE-MINDED PEOPLE MEET UP. |
FEEL LIKE THE MOST JOYFUL OF OUR COLLECTIVE ANCESTORS,
WHO INTRODUCED SONG AND DANCE IN CELEBRATORY FASHION,
GATHERS WITH US IN SIMILAR MANNERS AS DIA DE LOS
MUERTOS FOR MY MEXICAN BFFS. | CAN PERSONALLY ALWAYS
BE FOUND DRUMMING, DANCING, TAKING PHOTOS, CONVERSING,
SHOPPING AND BUZZING ENERGETICALLY ALL ABOUT THE
PLACE. UNLIKE TRADITIONAL BALLET THAT IS MORE INCLINED
TO CREATE SPECIFIC MATCHING SHAPES, | JUST LOVE HOW
STUDYING AFRICAN DANCE ENCOURAGES US TO MOVE
COMFORTABLY IN OUR OWN BODIES. THIS YEAR | WILL EVEN BE
SELLING MY COLORING BOOKS WHICH CELEBRATE SELF
EFFICACY THROUGH VISUAL ARTS. WE COME TOGETHER EVERY
YEAR TO JUBILATE AND VALIDATE OURSELVES AND EACH
OTHER!

CARRYING ON TRADITIONS OF CULTURAL EXCHANGES IN THE
ARTS WILL ALWAYS BE NEAR AND DEAR TO MY HEART. THAT'S
WHY WHENEVER | AMIN MIAMI ON A SUNDAY AFTERNOON, I DO
MY BEST TO MAKE IT OUT TO SUPPORT THE AFRICAN DANCE
AND DRUM CLASSES HOSTED BY DELOU AFRICA INC. | HAVE
LIVED IN MIAMI FOR 10 YEARS NOW AND THEIR 3:00PM DANCE
CLASS REMAINS FOREVER A STAPLE IN MY CULTURAL LEXICON.
ITIS A SANCTUARY FOR SELF EXPRESSION AND CONTINUES THE
HERITAGE OF, WHO AFRICAN DANCERS GLOBALLY HAVE COME
TO KNOW AFFECTIONATELY AS, "BABA CHUCK".



ORIGINATING IN NEW YORK CITY, THE DANCE AFRICA BRAND
CONTINUES TO BE "ONE OF AMERICA'S LARGEST AND MOST
VIBRANT CELEBRATIONS OF AFRICAN AND AFRICAN AMERICAN
DANCE, MUSIC AND CULTURE" [BAM DANCE AFRICA]. | HAVE
ATTENDED IN EACH ONE OF MY HOMETOWNS OF NEW YORK,
CHICAGO AND MIAMI AND WITHOUT A DOUBT CONCUR TO THE
VITALITY THAT CEMENTS OUR CULTURAL COMMUNITY'S
BELOVED FESTIVAL. ACCORDING TO THE BROOKLYN ACADEMY
OF MUSIC [BAM'S] WEBSITE, DANCE AFRICA WAS STARTED IN
"1977 UNDER ARTISTIC DIRECTION OF FOUNDING ELDER CHUCK
DAVIS...WITH THE AIM OF HEIGHTENING AWARENESS OF
AFRICAN CULTURE." BABA CHUCK HAD SUPERSTAR STATUS IN
THE DANCE WORLD, WITH OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
TRAVELING, TEACHING AND PROMOTING CROSS CULTURAL
EXCHANGES. HIS LEGACY CONTINUES HERE IN MIAMI WITH
DELOU AFRICA INC'S 10TH ANNUAL DIASPORA DRUM AND DANCE
FESTIVAL AND DANCE AFRICA MIAMI THE "TRADITIONALLY
SOLD-OUT" CONCERT NIGHT.

"OUR YEARLY FESTIVAL IS A SPRINGBOARD TO COMMUNITY
CAPACITY BUILDING, TO INCREASE UNDERSTANDING WITHIN
AND BETWEEN COMMUNITIES AND TO STIMULATE DIALOGUE AND

INCREASE AWARENESS AND SENSITIVITY FOR CULTURE WITHIN
THE AFRICAN DIASPORA...THIS YEAR'S CONCERT



EXTRAVAGANZA SEEDS OF THE DIASPORA IS A COLLECTIVE
ARTISTIC COLLABORATION THAT WILL FEATURE PREMIER AND
WORLD-RENOWNED NATIVE, NATIONAL AND LOCAL DANCE,
DRUM AND MUSIC ARTISTS, GROUPS AND STORYTELLERS."
[NJERI PLATO, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DELOU AFRICA INC.]

FOR CONCERT AND CLASS TICKETS CLICK HERE AND | HOPE TO
SEE YOU THERE! COME SAY HI TO ME WHEN YOU SPOT ME
BOUNCING OFF THE WALLS WITH EXCITEMENT :)
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